
Unifying the Canadian Accounting 
Profession

Joy Thomas
President and CEO, CPA Canada
April 28, 2016



Complexity of markets



Canada



Not that different



1920s – 2000s….One more try



Building the framework – guiding principles  

1. Evolution to one designation
2. Continued use of existing designations
3. Retention but no expansion of rights
4. New certification program
5. Post-designation specialties
6. Branding the CPA designation
7. Common code, regulations, public practice
8. Merged operations and governance



May 2011 – December 2012 
Round One - Dialogue with members



A measured evolution



A framework for uniting the profession



Selling the benefits of unification



Moving past the challenges



A sign of success - It started with Quebec



Chartered 
Professional 
Accountant

CA
35%

CMA
21%

CGA
24%

CPA
20%

2012

 1 accounting designation
 14 governing bodies
 200,000 + members

Based on data provided by CA, CMA and CGA national bodies.

 4 accounting designations
 38 governing bodies
 170,000+ members

A sign of success - It started with Quebec



Why it worked



Just the beginning



The future



Questions


